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THE BED OF THE AN,

Pven the sea has few privacies, except
in the muldle of the expanwe, far from
land. One by one they are admitted to
the sight and pre-ence of man, thewugh
the medinmahip of the divers. One of
th st famous of these divers, speaking
of what e has seen near the * Silver
Banks ™ of Havti, say that the banks of
the coral on which his divings were made
are aboat forty miles in length, and abisut
Ou this bank
of ¢oral is presented to the diver oue of
the mast beantifal aud sublime scenes the
The

ten to otie handrad feor in depth, and is |

Lt to twenty in breadth

eye ever behel L water varies from
g0 clear that the diver can ses from two
ta three bundred feet, when he s snb-
merged, with but little obstruction to the
wight., He says that the bottom of  the
Gecaty, 10 wany places, s as soooth s a
m wble floor; while in others it js studded
with cural columus from ten tu one hun-
dred feet in height and frim one to eighty
feet in diameter. The tops of those more
lofty support & myriad of pyramidal
pendants, each furming a myrisd more;
giving reslity to the imaginary abode of
In other places the
pendants form arch after arch; and a»
the diver stande on the Lottumn of the
oeean, and pazes through these in the
deep winding avenue, he finds that they
fill him with aa sscred an awe asif he
were in some old cathedral which had
been long buried beneath **old ccean's
wave.” Here and there the coral extends
even to the surface of the water, asif
those loftier eolumns were towers belong-
ing to those stately temples that are now
in ruin. He says toere were absolately
countless vaireties of dininutive tree.,
shrab. and plants, in every crevice of the
corals where the water had deposited the
least earth. They wereall of a faint hue,
owing to the pule light they received,
althongh of every shade, aud entirely
different from plants he was faniliar with
that vegetate upon dry lsnd. One in
particalar attracted his attention. It re-
sembled n seafan of immense size, of
variegated colors, and the most brilliant
hue, The fish which inhabited those
 Silver Banks " he fuund as different in
kind as the scenery was varied. They
were of all forms, colirs and size—from
the symmetrical goby to the globe-like
sun-fish; from those of the dullest hue to
the changeable dolphin; from the spots
of the leopard to the huesof the sun-beam;
from the harmless minouw to the vura
cious shark, Some had heads like syuir-
rels, uthers like cats and dogs,

e —————

The death is recondel of the * fattest
womsn in the worll,” a member and
special cari sity of Nathan's Cleveland
Circus in America, who appears to have
been snyothered in her bed. Miss Con-
ley, though the most enormots of her
sex, weighing as she did 497 poyud-, fell
far short of that prdigy of buman bulk,
the famous Dauiel Lumbert, who died in
1809, daring the Stamford Fuir, at the
age of forty. Lambert weighed no less
than 52 stone 11 pounds, that is 730
pounds; or clbse apon half as much sgain
as the Amrrican lml)r. Daniel Lambert's
coffin with hi+ body could not be brooght
down the stairs of the house in which he
diel, and the wall ot the sides of the
wimdow had to be broken away to pro-
vide an exit, e wa«5 fest 11 inches in
height, measured 9 feet 4 inches rovnd
the binly, and 3 feet 1inch round the
leg. He never drank nny Leverage but
water, and -lept le s than eight hours
per day.—[Manchester Weekly Times,
August 1lth,

sowie water-aymph.

s

It isan indisputable fact that college
stulents who seek fume and fortune upon
the diamond field are at once given the

~ THE PIOCHE

VOL. XXVIL

PIOCHE. NEV.. SATUR

— e

WKLY REC

DAY. SEPTEMBER 15, 1883,

ORD.

THE REVOLVING MULE,

Johm Phen x*s inveatlwm Stlll on
Fuile ne Washingion,

[PBaltimore yvmerioan |
“The lask time T was in Washington,”
subil 0 veteran Army oflicer to the Ameri-
can curvesp mdent, ** those fellows up at

huff over an efurt Looking into a chatge
in their uniforms, and there wai ny grest
u commation & the one that existed dur-
ing President Plaree's alministration,
when they talkeld of ebanging the style
of upiformesan the army. That eveot
was abtended by sone very amusing in-
cidents, but the mont laughable was the
part taken in it by the late Caplain
Detby, or John Pheaix, as he was known
ia journalistic awd literary circles. He
was i lisutenant at the time and stati med
in Califurnia.  Jell. Davis, who was Sec
retary of War, issued & general invitation
to offivers of the army who were skillful
draughtsnien to send o suggestions for
the vew uniform which it had been dde-
vided to adaps,

Que such invitation wis
Licutenane Derby
was very ready with hic pen—a really
In reply, he sent the
War Departuent, not esactly a design
unifurm, but a pecalinradidition
to the old upiform, the amendment con-
sigting merely of 2 ring attached to the
skt of the trousers of each private sol
Eachi officer was to carry, instead
of sswurd, alung pole with a hook ou
the end, hike & shephenls crvok. The
pole mnd ring was to epable officers to
keep privates from reaning away in bat
tle. Fugitives coull eusily be caught
by it and browght back, and stragglers
cold bekeptin line.  Moreover, the ring
would be very useful in the cavalry ser-
vice to fasten soldiers in the sadidle, to
prevent them from falling off, aml in
the artillery service the rings were to be
used fur draught purposes, in the absence
of mules, These specifications were ac.
eompanied by the most grotesque pict’
ures, representing officers hauling back
cowaridly recruits by the serviceable ring,
cavalry securely fastened to the tops of
their steeds by the same device, and ar.
tillerymen harve sed to cannon, drawing
them throngh narow defiles or up aceliv.
ities inacceasible to mules. On another
sheet of cardboard wus an illustration in
gaudy colorsof ‘Derby's Rotary Mule
Howitzer," accompanied by a written in-
seription to this effect: *Upon the back
of a young and vigilant Maole strapa
mountain howitzer, the muzzle pointing
towards the tail, A similar piece of
ordinence is fastened with iron band«
under the animal's abdomen, the muzzle
aimed between his forelegs to the front.
There are four gunnersi—two to each
piece —and a * persunler,’ as he is called,
whose business it is to persuade the male
to stand firm and not retreat, by stufing
him with oats, after each discharge, with
a tin sausage stuffer. When Indians or
other legilimate gamo appear in view,
the mule is, by & crank movement on the
tail, lirought to the front. It don't make
any difference which way the male faces
—-anil here is where the point comes in—
one gun is always pointing toward the
front, At the eommand, * Fire!’ the to,
howitzer is discharged. The recnil
throws the mule on its back, bringing
the other gan iuto position. This being
discharged, the mule is suddenly thrown
on his feet again, when the eunners swab
out the male's throat with hay and re.
load.""
“The illustrations which accompanied
these dircetions—in brown, red, blae and
gold, and still on file in the War Depart-
ment —represented the rotary male in
seven different attitudes, looking con

ant to egen wiliver.

ingentious artist,

fora v

dier.

wmrt of asubaltern, :
k\'ar Department laazh «l i'0 o lerately

loked seriong,  Jefferson  Davis,
vesnlved to defend his woundel diguity,
against Lieatenant Derby,

martial, when William L. Marcy, Secre
tary of State—1 man

tary of War:
3 This Derby ha

most difficult and responsible po-itios to
fill, and are paid very large salariee.
Ten of them ave pitchers where one plays
in right Auld. The friends of higher ed-
ucation have indeed cause to feel en-
couraged, —[Cleveland Leader.

* Fat onions, sis,” is the Bostdn Poast's

advice toa young lady who wants to

know how to aveid having a moustache

on har upper lip.

Davis, don't you do it

of hamaor,
and really a fine dranghtsman.
valuable qualities.
conrt that will convict him, but you wil
be the hntt of rilicale on account of i
all yoar life,
| of ‘the ernok-and-ring
votary mule, and say

an jnmate of an_insane asylum

the Navy Depattment were in quite o jof SLIO8 250 0) Fulecen Hi idowd iy wig 1

tente | and happy all the tine. This was

felt to be outrageous aulacity on the
The clerks in the

at the funny lotter, but their eqperi;:-a
the
Secretary, was terribly indignant, and he

Charge: and apecificatiims were deawn up
and the offi-
cera were actually nam-d Fir his court.

of emsidarable
senne and self-pnise—said to the Seore:
AN ww, ser here. General

andoubtedly u superfluous development
but he is shrewd and inzon s
He has
You can organize a

Better file the suggestions !
snd the lively
nothing.'" And he
did it. Poor Derby subsequently became

———
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